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Date of Sending: 27. 7. 2004 
2. Documents and Explanations 
Document 1: US 2001/19946 Al 

(SANYO ELECTRIC Co., Ltd.) 

2001.09.06 
Document 2: JP 2000-161336 A (Masashi lino) 

2000. 06. 13 

Document 3: JP 4-50524 A (Fuji Seiki Kabushiki Kaisha) 
1992. 02, 19 

Document 4: JP 2-35233 A (Kanetsu Kogyo Kabushiki Kaisha) 
1990. 02. 05 

The inventions according to claims 1-4, 8-15, 18, 20, and 21 are described on page 7, 
right column, line 9 - Page 8, left column, line 13 and Fig. 12 of Document 1 cited in 
the International Search Report, and thus have no novelty or inventive step. 

The inventions according to claims 5 and 16 have no inventive step based on Document 
1 and Document 2 (column 5, lines 19-26) cited in the Intemational Search Report. 
Document 2 discloses that a biasing mechanism and a damper mechanism are provided 
on different spindle portions. Therefore, it is easy for one skilled in the art to provide 
the biasing mechanism and the damper mechanism on different spindle portions in the 
electronic device and the opening/closing mechanism for an electronic device which are 
disclosed in Document 1. 

The inventions according to claims 6, 7, 17, 19, and 22-26 have no inventive step based 
on Document 1, Document 2, together with Document 3 (full text) or Document 4 (full 
text) cited in the Intemational Search Report. Documents 3 and 4 disclose damper 
means using a viscous medium and arranged to perform free running during a state in 
which an angle smaller than or equal to a predetermined value occurs, and perform 
damping during a state in which an angle greater than or equal to the predetermined 
value occurs. Therefore, it is easy for one skilled in the art to provide damper means 
using a viscous medium and arranged to perform free running during a state in which an 
angle smaller than or equal to a predetermined value occurs and perform damping 
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during a state in which an angle greater than or equal to the predetermined value occurs, 
in the electronic device and the opening/closing mechanism for an electronic device 
which are disclosed in Document 1 and Document 2. 
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